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'1'ben McoratiJlc my hat wnh a mwWy feathn. it was 
pbced upon Nancy'" head. and she was patty elated .. btn 
the operator showed her her portrait." 

DART. Nancy. Few We.!! 
Y'rJinillu were aware OIlII they 
1ttu:I« fambw spy as a IlOrilIe until 
LallL'J Weekly for May 26. 1910 
euntd the .llory o{ a parr she 
,w,bJ jn the Cillil Waf. The .ltory 
'CJ b, Marjon II Koner. Q Ci.il 
Ittdr tdefTapher, 'Who hod reOJOfU 
l1J rtflUm/H, None, lHcause It 
.. ~CJI.,Jt 0/ MT that M .I/Wnt 
~ III II Con{edLrau pnson. Thu 
• tlt~ .M? that Q~,ltd Welt 
!::"1fI1t1 If} the loct IhIlt the" 
• M .. " /I .py In thu' mwl. /nit 
,,'" Mo .. " I", UtOfnllwJn .. c:- "7 IMIt Niurq ItIId bun 
....... ' " .. , f}1I MtJllnUlf' Knob -, .... 
• ~ rk '-«k of ... D I Bluff 

~to"", II~I J 

transferred to Gauley Bridle 
After a short stay tbere I W'H 

o rdered to proceed to 
Summersvi1e, W. Va. On leaYin, 
Gauley Bridge, ODe of my 
comrad~ 1.$iI.iah D. Maize (DOW 
living in Philadelphia), remarked 
to me, "You wiD come bact by 
way of the South." He was a true 
prophet, as will no .. be expblJ'led. 

After a tedious and penJous 
tide O'RT ruFd and unatt.l.Ul 
paths., we emerp:d from the 
den~IY of the mountam 'oml 
mlO ebe more cheerful "nd 
U'ap1nnlsunhlhl .tucla IR,dcd at 
• we lu mtd o~r bona bndll 
If)",ard Summerrnllc. 011 lilt: 
brf)ad (btbhurs lunp!. e I 
tcplr1cd to lA'ulflUnl-Cak III 



Wilhanl C. Starr, wbo commanded 
Ihe del9chment of about Sixty 
effective men of the Ninth West 
Virpni3 Regiment slatJoned at 
this post. the m:Lin body of w.h1ch 
I bad Jeri at Gauley 8ndge. 
Colonel Stan's headquarters ~ 
U1 II pretty, , ..... o-story and atttC 
(rsme dweUing, which luId be,en 
hastily abandoned by Its 
occupants upon the approach of 
the "Yllnkee troops." All the 
comforts of a happy country 
home were in evidence he,re. The 
parlor furniture was plam, but 
comfortable: the walls were 
"domed with engnvinp and 
colored prints or chrom~s 
indicative of the artistic taste of 
the family; the dining-room, 
kitchen lind bedrooms were well 
equipped. The large front room 
on the second noor, which 
formerly had contained a double 
bcd, was now furnished with four 
single cots, which wert: used by 
Colonel Starr, Captain Davis, 
Lieutcnan t Stivers and myself. 
The dou ble bed had been 
relegated to one of the two attjc 
rooms., for whatever emergency 
might arise. It was unexpected 
when it did arise. 

The little garden back of the 
house hlld been stripped of all 
vegetation, so it became necessary 
fo r us to resort to 11 little (omging 
for whntevtr fresh vegetables our 
apprtilt's 111ight Clave. One warm 
July dilY . in 186'2, a foraginl 
party. made up of Colonel Starr 
Captam Davis, two o rderlies and 
mYfCIf. started o ut m search of 
IIJC h lable luxunes u our prden 
hid tea.w:d to supply . We "'d 
bun o ut about three houn when 
amoke WII dISCovered U(:endinc 
from the valley below, tndh:.Una 
a tublll iio n In the chf't'Clion of 
the ImClke '" .... llIed our bo.-. 
lind .... )On urne h) a inl ,".bin. In 
f,unl of which wen two 
mOOnlah'l IMldln. bulUy _ .... d 
lI'I uu"unl Lorn lwl .... n two 1MI 

bowlde~ .. Itit~ bad 
for thai ~ b!itaf-..... 
US apPfOk.hina, ~ ttt.,. ~--.. 
cabrn and ~1 rat. iato ,." 
wooden door afll: r tbt-tbot .:: 
the caban, WI:; sa. thI: til. ~-:-T 
old "'Oman ~ lItt~ 
tittle hinged "indo! t~ .: 
of t.be door, and On <lilt .. 
exdlllm 10 the Prts.. .. ~t.d __ 
are upon liS!" Ututtnan ,~ 
Shrr dismounted Front ~~ 
and gently knockt'd u \an,; 
door, but I'f'Ce.lVln, no Pot!. Itt 
he knocked mo~ v re~, 
After several \'lin att~ 
went to the window, lnd Ie 'lit 
the old lady that our mi.JJritoa • ., 
a friendly one. she was pel :: 
to exchange some or he, IIfIII'ttIII 
truck for the liberal 'lIpply 0( .. 
we of~ered. 'Tlus 1....,._ 
commodity was $Cuce aM ., 
expensive In this repon. u". 
aU over the South. 

When o ur sacks were 
were about to remount our 
and return to 
L iell te nant ·Colonel 
from his pocket I ~:.:: 
young girl, named 
rebel guide, for 
government had 
reward. He 
Captain Davis, and 
consultation tbe 
the cabin and. 

Ihe 
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hi-'ll' nnl11'h~ of thr moun tams 
I tiN ih(' '~II!mc(' o f the auanJs, 
::"h<" ronsunU) patrolled the 
~JmJ lln ('\'ery sldl' 

tou fht Ill' rsonal co mfort o f 
~n('rs of WilT was no t a subject 

F,r !it"l'Ious . consldl'r1I,IIOn . in thh""'h 
lurtlld..-nl tuncs. Il P ac~ In W Ie 
HI Si'run' them tll:mg 1II0rc 
Inlll(ll"uni. 8111 here were two 
'oon}! womell, untlltored and 
~~:ultu~d. it is Irue, but still 
th .. y .... -e~ women, lind their 
""ndillon in Ihis miscrublc old 
t.uildins r,"'Iciled Illy ~mpa!hy I 
ooughl of the vacant allle In our 
beldqulflrrs. and appealed to 
C'olond Stlm to transfer his 
priSOnl'r5 to Ihis more 
romfort3b!e abode. After much 
pmuasion the colonel consented. MARION H. KERNER 
and the transfer was dulv made. The Uniled Slates Inililuy 
To 'lttule away the dreary hours of telegraph Operator who was bcfrkndcd 
tbtir imprisonment, I supplied by Nancy HfU'1 until he double-uos.sed 
them \\;Ih sewing malerial and her. 
illustnHed papers, which they possession and is reproduced 
could not read, bUI they eagerly (herewith). 
IlUdxd the pictures. They were During the day the door of Ihe 
*:I furnished with such dainties room occupied by the girls was 
• the !lUtler', wagon aHorded, kept open, 50 Ihal the guard 
ad I did whal I could to allay patrolling in front might keep an 
lMu furs. eye on his charges. No restriction 

ODe day an itinerant was placed upon conversation 
aebrolYPISt came along, and by with the girls, bUI the guards were 
,a" ... .aon of the colonel I not allowed to enler the room. 
CItorttd Sliney out to the waSOn Nevertheless, N:mcy managed 10 
.. lliard to have her picture win the confidence of one of 
tatn. She had never seen a them so far as to secure his 
Q-.a befort, and became very muskct, probably in order to =- n{;lted when asked 10 sit convince him that she could 

..... 
tbe UUlrumenl, wluch the shoulder it as well as she had ever 

_ tor hid focused upon I shouldered her rine, WIth which. 
~mp 11001 She wa5 shc S3id her skill had enabled her 

:::11 ,,1 Us humle.ness only 10 furn~h the home with aU sorts 
~.Y PlLWrt was ';lken lbrn of Fme, large and sma~l. that 
I II .. tal my lui ,"th I milltiry Ilbounded in Ihe mount:llns. No 
~.' It ... pla~ed upon sooner had she staspc'd the 
~ ..... d .• nd he"l1 .,utly musket in her hands. however • 
.. ......... the (.pt"'~Uu "~Iwt:d than she slepped bid. In Ihe JOn,.." lhe room and hflhll\ it to h<!r '7_ ••• Ittt" Calli s;:.~~~~~ ~~; Ihou ldu. firl'd. lIer 1I11ard fdl 
!till ..... Iftd Unlit" \,,1("1 (kid II his l'USI, lind Nallcy. 
a.i .. ~_ ... oa lhe t..... JUlllt'tnl (lver hili hod). ru(hcd 

__ co.w. ill .Ullin my dr)WI\l.t .. U. I1nd oul 10 Ihl' Nrn. 
------~~~~~ 
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NANCY HA.RT ESCAPING. A dnwing by Millie Ary~rso!l fOI a C l P 
Telephone Company series of historical sketches used as malling plet-es.. 

where she mounted Colonel 
Starr's hone, and, without saddle 
or bridle, ned away before the 
Jieeptnl officials could possibly 
reallu what had happened. This 
•• about four o'clock in the 
momma. The next thing we heard 
... the alarm hom the outposts, 
but Nancy had etcaped, leaving 
her unfortu nate companion 
berund, who related to us the 
cUCllmJt.ncel of the shooting of 
1he IWItd JUst as .he had 
wUne.ed It with her uwn 
at(>niaht:d CYtI. 

Mrn _ere Immediately Ito! in 
PUt""I, Iht' lillie ubln at Ihe foot 
01 lbe mt.IUntam Wit clo.tl y 
•• bcd, Ihl' mOllnlaln, wer" 
a.our.d In I'ftry dllc(.lifln. but no 
... of N.illty, unllllll\4l .IIOIolna 
...... t 1.11 .. " ' .... Ppr,,,,:,d It th~ 

ut. -11.110-... br I~, hhll'. 
nll"'.'n hunJ, d ~lIun. 
-~ .... ~ I • ::. II "'1.,,,, lUll .. " 
• • 1fI;Mt."'4 OUr .... 'JollUllfI,.; 

and without m u c h resistance 
captured the entire force, 
including onc Dr. Rucker, fot 
whom the Confederates had long 
been looking and whom they were 
anxious to capture on account of 
his Union proclivities. Even the 
men at the outposts were dragged 
into the net and lined up in front 
of headquarters for the march to 
Dixie. Nancy had not forgotten 
the little favors which had 
shortened the hours of her 
captIVIty, so when she S3W me In 
the tine or prisoncn she hastencJ 
to Mtljo r IllIiley lind told hlln tlt:l! 
I was not a Yankee, bul Ihllt I, 
100. WIIS II prisoner. and lit ough t 
to lei me ,0. WIth Ihls a~Urllnl."t" 
(rom th l! l&Irl, h~ 11110 .... '(\1 III~ III 
~ntc l Iht' hou'llCl 10 It'l nlV t(fl'!CI~ 

My rlt'lllhuuv.hlllf"Un tnltnnJ 
III" HIrIH! ..... ,,~ II;) .(nlt"t' Ih t I1\IIn 
lin. hHIIHlu, 1111\ Imf'(lrlllni 
I(I".,-arh Inlllllmt'nl, II<h,~h 11>." 
.1111 In "Lau' Illh I 1I111. /lnll 
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. • " uudcr Oil Milly blunket 
..II,·I! 
r'h'h r threW over my nrm , made 
.. I< J.Y do wn the turnpike in the 
rill ,~ion o f G:ul1cy Ilr,idge. J had 
(iJr<' ~dcd about (I Ilule when I 
prO<e 10 t he place when: Ihe wire 
"'~I bee I' cui b~ 11.le cn~[IIY 10 
I\' "Cnl conunumcallOn WIth the 
f""~ body o f the regimen t . 
~:II'lng my inSlnuucnt in ci rcuit 

',' ~'oundillg the Summersville 
". dh . "OK " 51dl', [rOl~dn I e wIre . . to 
(;;Iulry Sn !;C. 

While in the act o f rc !"ortins 
lilt caplllrt: , I was surprised by 
plf' dozeu mou nted men, who 
3Ppro3ched wit h carbines leveled 
" me and ordered me to desist . I 
promptly obeyed the order, an d 
h~rwise 3ccepted wi thout 
)lesi13lion II,ei r pressing invita tion 
10 join them in Ii little excursion 
baCk 10 Summersville. When the 
CUt was reported to Major Bailey, 
be new into 8 rage and wil h an 
<:alb Ihr1!atened to "shool the 
Iiltl~ Yankee traito r." But Nancy 
!pin Clme to my rescuc. What *' told the major I never knew, 
but he put me undcr guard, and, 
• (0)' comrade al Cauley Bridge 
lad p~dicled, my face was turned 
IOwIrd the South. 

"'~ mllrehed over those rough 
.-.unlllm paths all day and until 
Ioq .her sundown before we 
_btd I spot where It was safe 
to rest for. the nighl. This was in 
• aprn PIece of ground on the 
~1It1lJlJ1de far away from the 
I'.plke, which our escort 

lIolded fOr fear or beinlt ::n'hD by our troops. Several 
... WI klldltrJ we,. without 
~~~I fQOllur. and Ihey 
'*lit f _Jlh ~ft r~ct unlJl we ... !.;y unlit IQ JTllfl .. h 11n:n 

tcw. IIoIIntO!'d (.on hl)l"kt .nd 
, fI,k" _.!Ir;.ril untIl _ 

... 1- P ~'" .... n nit' hm"'" 
•• -"h·...,t ... J,!lf! Inti 

..... I 110 .UIUf't.. I wlf,rcil 

...... r::-'.I I han .h<-n 
u.. bkIo.t ,,",,.4 10' 

my hanging rect and 
they wer~ b . I h~y felt all if 
heavy we i ;~f hel~ down by 
however, 11 cou $. I·on unate ly , 
~m pre :t~~d inlo ntry Waton IOr.Is 

Invalids w~ h"~b~e .. 3n~ the 
we rode the re . ~ Into It and '0 WhJ

e 
·te SUlph:.aS~~i~~f the way 

.ene r31 Lorin . 
command here and 't was in 
Dr. RUcker in'iro a er seCUring 
Ih~ prisoners they ns a~d feedinl: 
Christianburg. Whemal'l;hed us to 
hustled into a cattle 7 . we wele 
to Lynchburg fair grO~~~:n~ sent 
mel Frank Lamb . e~ I 
Drummond Charlie M' Fra nk 
II • oore and 
- e~ ry Buell , members of th 

gmted Stales Military TeleI;T3Ph 
orl?s, who had been eaptu,.,.d 

preVIously. From Lynchburg we 
were sent, o n August 11th, to 
Be.lle Isle and t hence to libby 
Prison, where we remained until 
pawned on September 14th, 
1862. Frank Drummond's prison 
diary of August 31st, 1862, 
record~ t hat the st ree t guaroJs had 
orders to shoot any prisoner 
whose head appeared flush with 
the window. One of Ihe o perators 
forgot himself one day and leaned 
out to view Ihe James River. He 
drew back as he saw the guard 
raise h L~ gun. Whtn thl' ihot was 
fire d, we heard a commotion 
above us and later learned that the 
ball had passed through our 
ceiling and killed a sergeanl who 
was sitting on a table in Ihe room 
above, (our or rh'e feel from the 
window. 

One day an official of the 
prison came into our room and 
called oul Frank Lamb. Frank 
"",m ••• o nd HenT)' Buell .. Manon 

• d 10 Ihc 
Kerner lie escorte us d . , re confronte 
office, where we ~e ......... offinal 
b)' Gene,..1 Wtnlld • , .... ffi 
who h.ad IlIktn us mlo the ~ ~~ 
IVlll"'ed IIIr .n\IUlr~ ItS t~n~n~tt.! 
WI'fC' (I Il'd , u ftl! it 

.. Hlu:lh.". looul h''h!!':'h" til.! 
(·unlt", .. ,.tl' Itlc-V .. r 
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tlC"rl convicted of bt'lng II spy , lind 
thnt Wtl miijh t he .~ uhjec t ed to 
whntln'cr puni s h me n t lh e 
"Yankee govllrnrnen ' " imposed 
1111011 him, lind mcunlime would 
bt, held liS hostllges pending 
n~gori8tions. At last II hroad 
ofnc inl form was produced, 
(:ontll ining our descriptions lind an 
oillig.'ltion for ollr signature under 
Ollth. "This," said Winder, his II 
parole; sign it and prepare to 
relurn to YOllr homes." After ench 
had signed his name. it suddenly 
nnshed upon liS that Charlie 
Moore was nOI there. We could 
not leave ou r comrade bt:hind. A 
search of the record disclosed the 
fnct thai ttis name had been 
inadvertenlly omitted. After some 
deJay the official dElpnrt~d to 
bring Moore . 

Returning to our ward we 
packed up o ur belongings and 
look passage on a Wllgon to tht< 
James River, where the United 
States steamer New York was 
waiting to take aboard the 
exchanged an d parolled prisoners. 
We made no landing;; until we 
reached Annapolis, where we were 
put ashore and left to shift for 
ourselves. Our first thought was of 
the telegraph office and a mes!iagt: 
to the War Department 
announcing Our arrival and 
destitute condition. Arrangements 
for OU f transportation reached us 
with orders to report at the war 
Department. We were a SOfTY 
lOOking lot of tramps. Not one of 
tho rarty cared lorrescnl Itim!iCIC 
untl dIVested 0 his veterun 
(OIIUme which had been worn 
dunn, imprisonmenl. There was 
no WI,. 10 OVUCOllle Our modesty 
but 10 n~ mOney by hOok o r 
<roo •. 

General S , 
'" I · ~g(:I', U loned him orrq 
While he to ld I to Iialld ' IIG 
~rought fOrth en he $tol) ~ 
Immediate neee OU&h c~ f~ 
to-morrow whenililill tea. •• ~-. 
up ," s:ud the YOIl Itt ~ 
"volunteer's 1\lt urn,~n .... 1tiii 
10 the hearts of the ~ ~ 
despondent knights of t~ .... 

We purchased ne kIJ. 
the store of SIlks 'I. 0Ia~ .. 
Seventh Street. We QUIet. Cr:t., ... 
rcspe~tllh l e a ppea rl ..... 
foUow mg day when we - III 
the office o f General St ' R! .. 
the greet ing we receiwed : . .... 
fraternal an d hea tty , Tbo ;.t 
of our caplure and imprjeoe. 
were told by each ODe ill .....:; 
an.d we were provided .. 
railroad passes to o ur "'IJ lUI" 
ho~e.s, where a nx ious hearts,... 
awruhng our return. 

Nancy lIart, t he prima _ 
of my prison. experience, _ 
never seen agaIn by me, I nd ... 
has probably passed I ..,. 10at 
ago. 

Note: Miss G/adys V(llll_of 
Kess/ers Cross Lancl lUpp/Wfi r. 
Leslie's Clipping [or this wolt. To 
set history righ t, she (ldlhd ... 
facts abmlt Nancy Hart', I/f& 
After the I-IYlr she married JoUM. 
DOllg/ass and bore him IMJ .... 
George and Kennol. NGIICY',,., 
public appearance _I ,"'"'" 
before her death, and GI IM CtJ!tft 
hOuse in Le wisburg to telltfy .. 
bChalf of KennOI wlto ., 
charged with the killin, 0/ J'Nr 
Reed at a dance in noul ... ...,.. 
Dr. William P. Rucker. a bo 'P F 
la wyer and physiciall WJ\o .... 
lleur Kess/en CrOlS Ultft"'" 
iH! lId 0/ the (.'auley R iHr. .:: 
lor .. 'el" , III 'lie R~ • ... 
defended Kellll04 

After I lo nl discUSSio n as to 
WIly, I nd mean,. One o f the 
~IIIIJ "olUnteered to 10 10 
~Mnli AnlQn Stl~r. aene~ 1 
tUPl'flnh'ndcnt Or m ill tiry 
Id"lnrhL P!..tlln, on h" "-PP~'I 
u~'''. hIt bc;lldly en tered 

"'11 11(" IIGrt " 
Mlln""." Kllob .. 
CONfIt" H~r"... 
~,"r1e,,· IvA"., ,.. '.'"11 .... , """~d ,IW, _._ 


